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. called for a comprehensive assessment and reporting system to ensure Head Start produces positive
outcomes; Dr. Marnie S. Shaul, Director, Education, Workforce and Income Security Issues, U. S. General
Accounting Office, Washington, DC, discussed that while Head Start is key among the array of early childhood
programs, there is no national research on the effectiveness of the program. There are studies that show that
the skills of Head Start children have improved, but there is no definitive evidence that this improvement is
related to participation in the program. A comprehensive study is expected to be completed by 2006: Ms. Amy
Wilkins, Executive Director, Trust for Early Education, Washington, DC, linked between qualified teachers to
better outcomes for students and also discussed the importance of strong coordination between Federal and
State policies and funding to a successful Head Start program and called; Ms. Janis Santos, Executive Director
of the Holycoke- Chicope-Springfield Head Start Center, Springfield, Massachusetts recommended enhanced
teacher qualifications for Head Start teachers and stronger collaboration and strategic planing at the State
level. She recommended the government redefine its priorities for Head Start by fully funding the program and
enrolling more families above the income guidelines. IV. Explanation of the Bill and Committee Views
Enhancing the School Readiness of Head Start Children Knowledge about childrens development and learning
has expanded greatly during the past two decades. Research in the neurobiological and behavioral sciences
suggests the importance of a childs experience during the first years of life for healthy brain development.
From birth through age five, children rapidly develop the capabilities on which subsequent development builds.
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