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Muslim. Excerpt: . . . uld have to put a stop to it. But, the reality is that people on both sides deserve better, and
we know what its going to take to get them there. Two states, side by side, in peace and security. Im not going
to delve deeply into Israeli-Palestine issues in this forum, but suffice it to say that, without a demonstrated
commitment to peacemaking as an honest broker, this will remain a millstone around any effort to reach out
to Muslims anywhere in the world. And as we work to empower partners from Morocco to northwest Pakistan,
we cant afford policies that make it unsustainable for locals to be seen as pro-American. We cant afford to be
politically radioactive. If we truly want to empower Muslim moderates, we must also stop tolerating the casual
Islamophobia that has seeped into our political discourse since 911. As we gather here today, a Senate
colleague of mine is reportedly hosting a screening in the Capitol Building itself of a short film called Fitna that
defames a faith practiced by 1. 3 billion people. The movies director has not only compared the Quran to Hitlers
Mein Kampf; this director, a supposed champion of free speech, has suggested that his own Dutch Government
ban the Quran outright. So, Im glad youre here rather than there. Let me also take a moment to recognize the
important role of Americas Muslim communities. Your patriotism is a source of security for all of us, and your

freedom to worship is a powerful counterargument against those who say our values are incompatible with
Islam. In...
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