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primarily trying to explore the connections between interdependence and its relations with peace and conflict.
There has been a general understanding that with the increase in the movement of goods and capital through
the advancement of information, communication and technology, there has been reduction in the conflict
among the nations and mutual interdependence fosters harmony and peace. More important is the fast
movement of 'idea' with this process. This is half-truth. This is just one side of a coin. The other side is that
international trade and interdependence do produces conflict, and even leading to trade war. This would be
looking through the lens of IR theories particularly Realism and Liberalism. The liberals claims that
interdependence promotes peace while the school of Realism and Neo-Realism claims that it promotes conflicts
and antagonistic between nations. The Liberals believes that economic activities can able to diminish the
political diEerences between nations due to the growth and benefits derived from such activities, while for the
Realists, the security of the state is the primary concern. While the absolute gains phenomenon is fine for the
Realists but the major problems are the relative gains that are involved in such economic transactions. The last
sections will focus on international trade and its relations with civil wars citing the case studies of Sierra Leone
and Liberia, and another Democratic Republic of Congo. 24 pp. Englisch.
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