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25: From the Passing of the Constitutional Act of 1791, to the Close of the Reverend Doctor Ryerson s
Administration of the Education Department in 1876; 1871-1874, Forming an Appendix to the Annual of the
Minister of Education The most noteworthy Educational event which occurred in 1873, as recorded in this
Volume, was the adoption by Members of the Provincial Council of Public Instruction of a strongly worded
Petition to the House of Assembly against what they regarded as the arbitrary conduct towards them by the
Government of the Day. Rather than attempt to give a summary of the objections of Members of the Council to
the action of the Government in this matter, | give it in their own words from the Petition, as follows: - That, in
consequence of certain statements and imputations against this Council and the Education Department, the
Honourable Edward Blake, then President of the Executive Council, brought in a Bill last Session of the
Legislature, which was passed into an Act, declaring that, The Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council shall have power
to cause enquiry to be made into the working of any Rules, Regulations, Instructions, or Recommendations,
which have been, or may be, made, or issued, by the Council of Public Instruction, or by the Chief
Superintendent of Education; and to abrogate, suspend, or modify, any such Rules, Regulations, Instructions,
or Recommendations. That, as contemplated by this Act, the Government instituted a most severe and
exhaustive inquisition into the acts of this Council since 1867, requiring explanations, statutory authority and
also reasons for every proceeding, and act of this Council in regard to the following...
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